
This article was downloaded by: [New York University]
On: 10 February 2015, At: 08:18
Publisher: Taylor & Francis
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number:
1072954 Registered office: Mortimer House, 37-41 Mortimer Street,
London W1T 3JH, UK

Transactions of the Botanical
Society of Edinburgh
Publication details, including instructions for
authors and subscription information:
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/tped18

VII.—Notice of some Plants,
specially Orchids, found in
Kent
G. Chichester Oxenden Esq.
Published online: 01 Dec 2010.

To cite this article: G. Chichester Oxenden Esq. (1860) VII.—Notice of some
Plants, specially Orchids, found in Kent , Transactions of the Botanical Society of
Edinburgh, 6:1-4, 432-432, DOI: 10.1080/03746606009467784

To link to this article:  http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03746606009467784

PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE

Taylor & Francis makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of all
the information (the “Content”) contained in the publications on our
platform. However, Taylor & Francis, our agents, and our licensors
make no representations or warranties whatsoever as to the accuracy,
completeness, or suitability for any purpose of the Content. Any opinions
and views expressed in this publication are the opinions and views of
the authors, and are not the views of or endorsed by Taylor & Francis.
The accuracy of the Content should not be relied upon and should be
independently verified with primary sources of information. Taylor and
Francis shall not be liable for any losses, actions, claims, proceedings,
demands, costs, expenses, damages, and other liabilities whatsoever
or howsoever caused arising directly or indirectly in connection with, in
relation to or arising out of the use of the Content.

http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/tped18
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1080/03746606009467784
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03746606009467784


This article may be used for research, teaching, and private study
purposes. Any substantial or systematic reproduction, redistribution,
reselling, loan, sub-licensing, systematic supply, or distribution in any
form to anyone is expressly forbidden. Terms & Conditions of access
and use can be found at http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-
conditions

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

] 
at

 0
8:

18
 1

0 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 2

01
5 

http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions
http://www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions


432	 Dr Dresser on the Stern or Axis as the

of sap), by its rapid conversion into vapour by the electric fluid, have any
share in splitting the tree so effectually into fragments ? The tree was
cloven to the ground, one-half of the root itself being raised out of the
earth, and the ground was ploughed up in a straight line for ten paces to
the north, and the same distance to the south of the riven stump of the
tree. This adds another instance to the list of ash-trees struck by light-
ning. No doubt the ash is a common hedgerow tree ; still it seems to
have rather a dangerous attraction for the electric fluid."

VII.—Notice of some Plants, specially Orchids, found in Kent by G.

CHICHESTER OXENDEN, Esq.

Mr Oxenden says :—" I have seen some very fine sights this May and
June—namely, vast tracts of steep picturesque grass hills extending for
some miles, and throughout their whole length decked and garnished with
one or other of the following plants :—Ophrys aranifera and muscifera,
Orchis ustulata, a lovely orchid, and Habenaria befolia—all this vast
range of hill slopes to the south and south-west. The east side of the
same range is all forest ground, and it affords in abundance every variety
of Orchis fusca, from a dull white to a very deep mulberry colour, and
in size over twenty inches. These same woody banks yield a few speci-
mens of the strange Lathrcea squamaria, and more to the eastward 1
find the truly curious Monotropa Hypopitys. Near the place from which
I write (Broome Park, near Canterbury), grows the monarch of orchids,
Orchis hircina, the lizard orchid ; and within fifty yards of my house I
have one growing which at this moment (25th June 1860) is 29i inches
high, and with nearly 50 "lizards" upon it. Next month (July) will
afford me very fine specimens of Ophrys arachnites ; and if you have
never seen the wonderful varieties of this orchid, they will astonish you.
Some of the varieties of the Bee Orchis are also exceedingly curious. In
August we get Herminium Monorchis in abundance, very minute, very
fragrant, and under the microscope the most beautiful object imaginable.
In July and August we have Epipactis latifolia, and E. purpurata in
tolerable abundance."

VIII.—On the Stem or Axis as the Fundamental Organ in the Vegetable
Structure. By CHRISTOPHER DRESSER, Ph.D., Lecturer on Botany,
London.

The doctrine of Goethe relative to the nature of the floral parts,introduced
into science by Jussieu and De Candolle, has, by its maturation under the
most favourable circumstances, resulted in the conclusion, that only two
fundamental organs exist in plants—the axis and the leaf. This conclusion
has been very happy for botany ; for upon the reduction of a science
towards simplicity, we generally have a corresponding extension of its
higher and more general principles. But when we carefully view the
position of our science in relation to innumerable incidents which are
continually occurring, it behoves us to inquire seriously as to whether we
have yet fully solved the question relative to the fundamental organs of
plants, and whether we are right in referring certain organs of plants to
these types, at least in the manner that we do. To this subject I have
already called the attention of the Society, in a paper which I presented
in November last, wherein I expressed certain opinions relative to the
morphology of the flower, which to my mind have a most intimate asso-
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